





Cairde na Cruite 

Trfocha bliain 6 shoin thainic cruitirf na hEireann le cheile lena gcuid 
chairde chun Cairde na Cruite a bhunu. Ce nach moran daoine a bhf 
ag seinm na cruite an uair sin, ta feabhas mor tagaithe ar an sceal 6 
shoin, agus ta lion na gcruitirf meadaithe go mor. Is doibh siud an 
leabhar seo. 

Cairde na Cruite (Friends of the Irish Harp) was founded to restore 
the Harp to a place of honour, and to make more widely known 
and appreciated Ireland’s heritage of folk music. This publication is 
intended to serve these aims, and to make available a uniquely varied 
collection of Irish music, for the enjoyment of harpers everywhere. 


Enquiries about this book 
can be addressed to Cairde na Cruite 
c/o Mercedes Bolger, 

29 Kilgobbin Heights, 
Stepaside, Co. Dublin 


© First published May 1990 by Cairde na Cruite, Dublin, Ireland. 




SOUNDING 

HARPS 

MUSIC FOR THE IRISH HARP 



Published by 
Cairde na Cruite 
Dublin, Ireland, June 1990 


Cairde na Cruite wish to thank Guinness Ireland Limited 
for their generous assistance in making possible this publication 

of music for the Irish Harp. 












Preface 


With this book we in Cairde na Cruite launch the first of a series of such 
collections of music for Irish Harp. The music is all Irish, and ranges through 
many facets of our folk and harping tradition. We hope that it will give pleasure 
to all those who are looking for some attractive music to play on a non-pedal 
Harp. 

All the pieces have been provided by professional performers and teachers, 
who have brought their considerable experience to the task of arranging the 
music. Eighteen of the tunes are from the collections of Edward Bunting, 
Francis O’Neill, the Feis Ceoil, George Petrie (ed. Stanford) and others. The 
rest are from the oral tradition. The tunes have been graded, so that this book 
can be the player’s friend and companion from the beginning stages up to a 
good intermediate standard. 


Some of the tunes areTingered. In most cases, however, we have left it to 
the players to use whatever fingering they find most co mforta ble. Brackets 
indicate which fingers to place, and which hand to use: Ir.H.I |L.H.| 

Key signatures are given in the usual way, but players should not rely only 
on these when setting their harps, as some of the tunes are in the traditional 
gapped scale. 

Ta suil againn go mbainfidh sibh ar fad taitneamh agus tairbhe as an 
leabhar seo, agus go spreagfaidh se sibh chun ailleacht agus eagsulacht 
cheol na hEireann a iniuchadh. Go n-ein go geal Ieis an obair! 


Mercedes Bolger & Grainne Yeats, 
Editors. 
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1 . 


Dunadana dorcha donn 



A loinneog oibre (work song) from the Stanford Petrie Collection. While spinning, 
the girls sing about local people and events; the title is taken from the meaningless 
chorus in the song. 


2 . 


* 

Sean Bui 



Sean Bui (Yellow Jack; in later years John Bull) was a derisive name given by the 
Irish in the 17th century to the invading soldiery of William of Orange. The song is 
a call for Irish freedom. 





























































































































































Is umbo agus eiriii 


Lullab > Harp Tune 



From the Bunting Collection. The title is a meaningless phrase, a soothing sound 
made by a mother as she rocks her baby. 


% 


Gheobhair a phaiste 


Song Air 



A mother makes a series of fanciful promises to her child, if he will only go to 
sleep. “Gheobhair is gheobhair 6 gheobhair a phaiste, gheobhair-se capall is coiste 
amaireach.” Tomorrow, my child, you will get a horse and carriage. 




































































































5. 


Oro bhuachaillm, seol do bho 



A young farmer drives his cows to the fair, while singing about how he might get the 
girl he loves away from her mother. 


6 . 


Ta’n Samhradh ag teacht 



Collected by Edward Bunting in 1792 from the great harper Denis Hempson, who 
lived to be 112 years old. 




































































































































































7. 


The Sprightly Widow 


Dance 



8 . 


Nil se ’na la 


J = C. 92 


Song Air 

arr. Grainne Yeats 




This is a drinking song: Day is far away, the moon is bright, and there’s plenty of time 
for drinking. 









































































































































































9. 


Malta i' Bhan 


J = C. 80 
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Harp Tune 
arr. Qrainne Yeats 
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© Qrainne Yeats 


From the Bunting Collection. This was the first tune learned by the student in order 
to ‘fix’ the Treble hand. The first eight bars of the tune are traditional; the rest is by 
the arranger. 













































































































































10. 
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Einini 


Gend>J = C. 92 
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Song Air 

arr. Aibhlin McCrann 
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“Einini, einini, codaluigi, codaluigi”; little birds, little birds, go to sleep, go to sleep. 










































































































11. 


Slow Air 


Sadly J = C. 60 


arr. Mercedes Bolger 
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From the Feis Ceoil Collection. Most slow airs have song words, but in this case the 
words have been lost. 























































































































12. 


An cuimhin leat an oiche ud? 


Song Air 

Andante e rubato J = C. 60 arr. Grainne Yeats 




A conversation between a young man and the ghost of his dead lover, this sad song 
is a beautiful example of anonymous Gaelic poetry. 





















































































































































13 . 

Andante with a lilt J = C. 60 


Giolla na Scrfob 


Harp Song 
arr. Grainne Yeats 
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Grainne Yeats 
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From the Bunting Collection. Several songs are associated with this tune, none of 
great literary merit. The tune was collected by Bunting from the harper, Kate Martin. 







































































































































































































































14. 


Baidfn Fheilimidh 


With a lilt J = C. 60 


Song Air 

arr. Aibhlrn McCrann 
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© Aibhlrn McCrann 


A 20th century song about Phelimy’s boat that dances on the waves, but eventually 
runs aground and is wrecked. 












































































































































































Con O’Leary’s Lament 


Air 

arr. Mercedes Bolger 


15. 


J = C. 72 



© Mercedes Bolger 


From the Feis Ceoil Collection. In this air, Con O’Leary laments the death of his wife. 
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J . = C. 60 
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A ruin, fan agam 
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Harp Tune 

arr. Mercedes Bolger 
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© Mercedes Bolger 

A light-hearted love song from the Bunting Collection. 














































































































































































































